Notre Dame Club of
Northern Alabama

Letter from the President

When the Notre Dame football team isn't doing
so well, I’ve always been able to find consolation in
the fact that the Notre Dame community has so much
more to be proud of than just football. Beyond athl-
etics, alumni, friends and fans of Notre Dame also
share in the University’s fine tradition of academic
excellence, community service and its unique
Catholic character.

My name is Mark Richards, and | am a 1985
graduate of the University of Notre Dame. This past
August, | was elected President of the Notre Dame
Club of Northern Alabama, following two years as
the club’s Vice President. For the past few months,
I’ ve been working with our past president, Mr. David
Tarkowski to understand more and more about our
club and our tiesto the University.

One evening severa weeks ago, David, Joe
Szedula (our Vice President) and | sat down and went
over a list of the activities and events that our club
participates in over a norma caendar year.
Considering our club’'s size, | was pleasantly
surprised by the number and the breadth of activities
that we support. More importantly, | felt that our
club’'s activities reflect and contribute to the same
goals of academic excellence, community service and
Catholic character that we associate with the
University of Notre Dame.

From my own experience, | realize that it's been
a while since someone has summarized “who we are
and what we do” as the Notre Dame Club of
Northern Alabama. So I'd like to take this oppor-
tunity to do just that, and ask that each one of you
actively participate in the club and these worthy pro-
jects.

In the area of academics and education, the Notre
Dame Club of Northern Alabama represents the
University within the local community. We act as an
Admissions Office liaison, and represent Notre Dame
at local High School college (recruiting) days.
Through the Hesburgh Lectures, we bring outsta-
nding Notre Dame professors to the local community
to speak on issues relevant to the day. We support our
local Notre Dame students with an annual summer
student send off, and financially through our club
scholarship.

In the area of community service, the Notre Dame
Club of Northern Alabama has been extremely
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active. We provide focused support to the needs of
our local community through our Adopt-a-Family
project. We provide for the broader needs of the
community by supporting the Notre Dame Summer
Service Project (SSP). In this project, club members
host a Notre Dame student who, in turn, dedicates
their summer to community service through local
volunteer organizations. Through club members
George and Jo Ann Harvey, we've been extremely
active in the ND FIRST (Fighting Irish Retired
Services Team) program, whose purpose is to
catalyze Notre Dame alumni and friends of reti-
rement age to community service. Our club has aso
been active in the Christmas in April program in
Morgan County, and the Love Bowl which supports
Big Brothers and Big Sisters in Madison County. We
had our biggest turn out for Christmas in April this
year. First time participants were Brian and Tom '51
Duerr, Jane Wyaitt, and Andrew Sinn '94.

Finally, the Notre Dame Club of Northern
Alabama supports and maintains the character of the
University locally. Primarily, we do this through our
Universal Notre Dame Night, which is our annual
formal gathering. This event usually takes the form of
a dinner and speaker, featuring a Notre Dame coach,
faculty member or administrator who brings us the
latest news and happenings from the university. The
club aso sponsors a communion breakfast, which
allows us to share our Catholic heritage. Of course,
the club sponsors football game watches, ticket
raffles and a football ticket/lodging package that is
available to club members.

Asyou can see, the Notre Dame Club of Northern
Alabama is an active organization that leads or
participates in a broad range of worthy projects. Our
accomplishments are limited only by the size of our
club’s membership and the level of our member’s
participation. So in closing, let me encourage each of
you, especially Notre Dame alumni, to take an active
role in your clubs projects and events. | promise
you'll feel good about yourself even if the football
team isn’t winning!



Club Scholar ship
Contribution Reminder

Alumni may designate their annua contribution
to be credited to Notre Dame Club of Northern
Alabama’'s Scholarship Fund. This may be
accomplished by sending your contribution in the
addressed envelopes that you have received from the
University with a note on your check or thismay aso
be accomplished by sending your contribution

directly to the Northern Alabama Club. In both
instances, your contribution will be recorded by the
University and establish your eligibility for next
season’'s football ticket application. The Club
forwards its scholarship contributions and list of
contributors before the end of December each year. If
you wish to designate all or part of your annual
contribution to our Club’s scholarship fund please
follow one of the above procedures. In addition, the
application for matching employer contributions
should be forwarded with your contribution.

Club Scholarship Awarded to
Johnny Dias

Over the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, club
president, Mark Richards informed Mr. Johnny Dias
that he has been chosen to receive the Notre Dame
Club of Northern Alabama’s scholarship for the 1999
— 2000 academic year. The scholarship is a single
award of $2,000, and will be administered by the
University with $1,000 being credited against
Johnny’ s obligations each semester.

Johnny Dias is a 1999 graduate of Grissom High
School in Huntsville. During his four years at
Grissom, Johnny was very active in class leadership,
serving as president of his class for three of his four
years, including his senior year. Johnny was also
active in service clubs, contributing his efforts to the
United Way, the Red Cross and serving in comm-
unity soup kitchens. Johnny played on the varsity
tennis team for three years, and took a very challe-
nging academic curriculum, which included a sign-
ificant number of Advanced Placement classes.

Johnny is presently a freshman at Notre Dame,
and is currently well on his way to completing his
first semester. A resident of Fisher Hall, Johnny
sends word that he is thoroughly enjoying his Notre
Dame experience. He credits his Advanced
Placement classes for preparing him academically,
and noted the friendliness of his classmates and dorm
buddies in making the transition to
college life pleasant. Like all Notre

Dame freshmen, Johnny will not
formally declare a mgjor until his
sophomore year, however he is
leaning toward either a
biology or science pre-profe-
ssional mgjor and he hopes
to go on to medical school.




Board of Directors
August 1, 1999 through July 31, 2001
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Adopt-A-Family

Our club’s adopt-a-family program is alive and
well. Money was raised recently through the
purchase of tickets to the Notre Dame versus
Tennessee game. A portion of the ticket price was
earmarked especially for this important community
service project. During the last meeting, the board
decided to renew our commitment to Donna and her
family because the need is still great. Normally we
help support afamily for only ayear and then help on
an as need basis. Donna still only works part-time at
two different jobs and does not have benefits such as
medical insurance. She needed to have some
emergency dental work and the club reimbursed her.
Also we helped with school supplies, food, and
clothing by giving her a $300 gift certificate to Wal-
Mart. Most recently, do to circumstances beyond her

What When
o St. Patrick’s Day March 17
Parade
» Student Musical mid-March tbd

Group
Christmasin April

April 22

UND early May tbd

Summer Service
Project

June-July

Coming Events

Where
downtown Huntsville

Morgan County

various locations in Huntsville

control, Donna got behind on her rent and asked for
assistance. We paid one month's rent, $329. In
appreciation Donna sent us the following note:

| would like to let you know how much | appr-
eciate all the help | have gotten from y’all. Being able
to make a house payment was a big relief that took so
much pressure and stress away .
Thanks so much,
Donna

We hope to help make Christmas more enjoyable
for Donna s five boys and are considering what to do
for the family, but we need your help. Please cont-
inue to support this worthwhile work. If you would
like to make a tax deductible donation, send it to Jane
Wyatt at 2612 Craft Avenue, Huntsville, AL 358162.
Thanks to all who have supported this program in the
past.

Updates to the club’s “ Coming Events’ are regularly posted on our web site. The
newsletter and information on club activities can also be found on our web site.
Y ou can subscribe to our electronic newsletter notice on our web site so you're

notified each time something new is posted. Our web site is located at:

http://alumni.nd.edu/~ndc_n_al/
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